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Representative Stark Statement on Passing of Senator Alan Bates 

 
(Salem) State Representative Duane Stark (R-Grants Pass) released the following statement today after State 

Senator Alan Bates (D-Medford) passed away late Friday.  

 

 

“My prayers go out to Senator Bates family, our community is deeply saddened by the news of his passing. I was so 

fortunate to get to know Doc Bates over the past few years, serving side by side on the human services budget 

committee. He demonstrated compassion for people in need, while keeping an eye on the taxpayer’s wallet. The 

Senator was instrumental in making the new Grants Pass Sober Center become reality and he was even working 

with me to maintain drug treatment services in Grants Pass this week. His leadership and service has left a lasting 

legacy in Southern Oregon that will benefit future generations.”   
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