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Rep Thatcher Launches New Effort for  

Oversight of Business Licensing in Oregon 
 
(Salem) “One way we can help Oregon businesses grow and add jobs is by reducing the amount of excessive 
state regulations,” said State Representative Kim Thatcher (R-Keizer, Newberg and St. Paul). “I am moving 
forward with a new effort to set up some kind of oversight panel, or other process, to review the various licensing 
laws we have on the books for everything from cosmetology to engineering to see if changes need to be made.”  
 
Representative Thatcher announced today that she is convening a special work group to propose to the 2015 
Legislature possible methods for review of licensing requirements. The work group stakeholders are from both the 
public and private sector and are involved with various occupational state licenses, permits, certificates, and 
registrations.  
 
This new effort is the next step after House Bill 4059 did not move forward yesterday, which was the deadline for 
further action in the 2014 Legislative Session. Representative Thatcher has invited the co-sponsors of that 
measure to join her on the new work group; Senator Arnie Roblan (D-Coos Bay), Senator Tim Knopp (R-Bend), 
and Representative David Gomberg (D-Central Coast). 
 
HB 4059 would have created a Joint Legislative Committee to Review Agency Regulation of Oregon Businesses. 
This legislation was a follow up to HB 2643 from the 2013 Legislative Session and discussions by the ad-hoc bi-
partisan legislative Jobs Caucus. “While HB 4059 calls for a much broader look at all licensing, fees and 
regulations impacting the Oregon business community, I felt it would be a good first step to focus on licenses,” 
explained Thatcher. “My hope is this work group will come up with ideas to establish a long-term licensing 
oversight process which might take the form of a legislative committee, a Governor’s advisory council, or some 
other mechanism.”  
 
Plans are being developed to have the new work group meet over the next few months to draft recommendations 
for the 2015 Legislative Session. Representative Thatcher is inviting representatives from various private sector 
organizations to join the work group including, the National Federation of Independent Businesses (NFIB), 
Associated Oregon Industries, the Oregon Building Trades Council, and the Oregon State Chambers of 
Commerce. Several state agency partners will also be asked to participate such as the Department of Consumer 
and Business Services, the Department of Administrative Services, Business Oregon, and the Corporation Division 
at the Secretary of State’s Office, among others. 
 
“We are appreciative of a work group that would allow direct communication between legislators and business in 
an open discussion setting,” said Jan Meekcoms, State Director for NFIB Oregon. “This would provide the 
opportunity to inform legislators on specific rules and regulations that are either helping or hurting business.  
Providing this real time information can prove valuable to improve Oregon’s regulatory environment. “ 
 
Over the years several initiatives have been conducted in state government for regulatory streamlining, and the 
Corporation Division currently operates an online Oregon License Directory. However, this may be the first time a 
legislative program has been launched for an intensive review of licenses administered by state agencies. The 
Directory provides information about licensing, permits, registrations and certifications for over 100 state programs.  
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