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IN THE NEWS  

This is my last newsletter as the State Representative 
for House District 25 - here on out I will distribute 
newsletters from my new office at the Capitol. Starting 
January 12th I will be the new State Senator for District 
13, which covers House Districts 25 and 26. The 
current Senator, Larry George, will be missed but 
remains a good friend. I am grateful for his decades of 
service at the state capitol as both a state lawmaker 
and member of legislative staff.  
  
So in addition to the communities I have represented 
over the past decade in House District 25, Keizer, 
Newberg and St. Paul, the legislative boundaries for 
Senate District 13 also encompass Wilsonville, 
Sherwood, King City, and parts of Hillsboro, Tualatin, 
Tigard and Beaverton. Click here to see a map of 
Senate District 13. 
  
2015 brings new challenges and opportunities. It has 
been a privilege to serve in the House of 
Representatives and to get to know many 
wonderful people and organizations in District 25. I 
look forward to expanding my area of service to all the 
new communities. The population in a house district is 
around 64,000 and the figure is close to 128,000 for a 
senate district. Even though the number of residents 
will double, I know my staff and I will continue to do 
our best to help those who ask for assistance from my 
office.  
  
In the year ahead I also look forward to working with 
the new State Representative for House District 25, 
Bill Post, and the Representative for House District 26, 

 

mhtml:https://www.oregonlegislature.gov/thatcher/Documents/Legislative%20Update.mht!https://www.oregonlegislature.gov/thatcher/Documents/2015legsessionpreviewnewsletter.html#LETTER.BLOCK12
mhtml:https://www.oregonlegislature.gov/thatcher/Documents/Legislative%20Update.mht!https://www.oregonlegislature.gov/thatcher/Documents/2015legsessionpreviewnewsletter.html#LETTER.BLOCK14
mhtml:https://www.oregonlegislature.gov/thatcher/Documents/Legislative%20Update.mht!https://www.oregonlegislature.gov/thatcher/Documents/2015legsessionpreviewnewsletter.html#LETTER.BLOCK17
mhtml:https://www.oregonlegislature.gov/thatcher/Documents/Legislative%20Update.mht!https://www.oregonlegislature.gov/thatcher/Documents/2015legsessionpreviewnewsletter.html#LETTER.BLOCK19
mhtml:https://www.oregonlegislature.gov/thatcher/Documents/Legislative%20Update.mht!https://www.oregonlegislature.gov/thatcher/Documents/2015legsessionpreviewnewsletter.html#LETTER.BLOCK25
mhtml:https://www.oregonlegislature.gov/thatcher/Documents/Legislative%20Update.mht!https://www.oregonlegislature.gov/thatcher/Documents/2015legsessionpreviewnewsletter.html#LETTER.BLOCK22
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001fEJbGiwKwuf0CGYG2N-ClfYlSDz_Jyq4ko7tdd0NNlHeF1Ew_e-Iy34otJOgDHgoRWxDllAQ0_PefhaKY3i7KzI8OeMhRiHCAiGUTt-nhmcSSW-Hu0ddDsPfDsxYDJvoP-3diJTojLo=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001fEJbGiwKwuf0CGYG2N-ClfYlSDz_Jyq4ko7tdd0NNlHeF1Ew_e-Iy34otJOgDHgoRWxDllAQ0_PefhaKY3i7KzI8OeMhRiHCAiGUTt-nhmeKwGmwuSOlL-si5dZXuisFohS8rIS6Tv4=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001fEJbGiwKwuf0CGYG2N-ClfYlSDz_Jyq4ko7tdd0NNlHeF1Ew_e-Iy34otJOgDHgoRWxDllAQ0_OqOtWlka2OIBNcaHKJKw7uHbdTcEBo28584OtXYyeXiGodNUUUVPVK
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001fEJbGiwKwuf0CGYG2N-ClfYlSDz_Jyq4ko7tdd0NNlHeF1Ew_e-Iy34otJOgDHgoRWxDllAQ0_PefhaKY3i7KzI8OeMhRiHCAiGUTt-nhmdlfOTzg5UnEg==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001fEJbGiwKwuf0CGYG2N-ClfYlSDz_Jyq4ko7tdd0NNlHeF1Ew_e-Iy34otJOgDHgoRWxDllAQ0_PefhaKY3i7KzI8OeMhRiHCAiGUTt-nhmfGjr3Dz67av0sJ1mqVMArg
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001fEJbGiwKwuf0CGYG2N-ClfYlSDz_Jyq4ko7tdd0NNlHeF1Ew_e-Iy34otJOgDHgoQ5ur3Ea3xfIPapfRrQcFsH0C80HnXvns9Vx0IW0VPlqcNsjbi81pbaXBJxpfNzKKKm7tGDiuDQjmk4JJTpPcIK-quUhOpZLt_HbhYnH22KecdvFK7PLrJCdCcjfh-06RNAcHkWEQnvFb9sSiAACJwCUCPhr7AiJ0Hrf4kTeHlTvmlGsUC6cyX-D4XdTd_8r2XtREXWeM3SLMGlW0qMVJVELB0y_iWFk-teAR92tF9ojuAwFnSBke7K62O4x8XPyfOkzaDCfYy1-iCNwlm1b3OQxBgiSBTKLb64mYnEBg6LLeJoL7nT0JYjZb4vN_SHATm91AcYYId6lT8G2nwFXB0_0QU4mkv5pK
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001fEJbGiwKwuf0CGYG2N-ClfYlSDz_Jyq4ko7tdd0NNlHeF1Ew_e-Iy34otJOgDHgoQ5ur3Ea3xfIPapfRrQcFsH0C80HnXvns9Vx0IW0VPlqcNsjbi81pbaXBJxpfNzKKKm7tGDiuDQjmk4JJTpPcIK-quUhOpZLt_HbhYnH22KecdvFK7PLrJCdCcjfh-06RNAcHkWEQnvFb9sSiAACJwCUCPhr7AiJ0Hrf4kTeHlTvmlGsUC6cyX-D4XdTd_8r2XtREXWeM3SLMGlW0qMVJVELB0y_iWFk-teAR92tF9ojuAwFnSBke7K62O4x8XPyfOkzaDCfYy1-iCNwlm1b3OQxBgiSBTKLb64mYnEBg6LLeJoL7nT0JYjZb4vN_SHATm91AcYYId6lT8G2nwFXB0_0QU4mkv5pK
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001fEJbGiwKwuf0CGYG2N-ClfYlSDz_Jyq4ko7tdd0NNlHeF1Ew_e-Iy34otJOgDHgoRWxDllAQ0_OqOtWlka2OIBNcaHKJKw7uHbdTcEBo28584OtXYyeXiGodNUUUVPVK


 Transparency Award  
  
A national award has been 
handed to the Oregon 
Transparency Website 
www.oregon.gov/transparency  
 from a professional association 
of leaders who work on IT 
projects in state government 
across the country. They 
recognized the work Rep 
Thatcher has done to improve 
citizen access to public meeting 
notices and other functions. 
Click here to see more. 

PROGRAMS TO HELP 
OTHERS 

Veteran Suicide 
Awareness 

  
The Veteran Suicide Awareness 
and Prevention Fund is now 
operating to help address the 
high rate of suicides among 
Oregon Veterans and service 
members. To learn more or 
make a donation go to this link or 
call 503-373-2085 

  
  

Prevent Teen Suicide 
   

Public health officials in eight 
counties, including Washington, 
are using a new federal grant 
to improve services dealing with 
teen suicides. If you know a 
young person in crisis please 
urge them to contact the National 
Suicide Prevention Lifeline 800-
273-TALK (8255) or go to:  
www.suicidepreventionlifeline.org 
  

Families of Injured 
Workers  

  
A new nonprofit is now helping 
families of Oregon 
workers  severely injured or killed 
in a workplace accident. Kids' 
Chance of Oregon raises funds 
to provide scholarships for the 

John Davis. I will still maintain great partnerships with 
many of my colleagues in the House while developing 
new ones in the Senate. 
  
I have now been assigned to the Information 
Technology Sub-Committee of the larger Joint Ways 
and Means legislative budget committee. The Senate 
President also appointed me to be Vice-Chair of the 
Senate Workforce Committee and to be a member of 
the Senate Judiciary Committee. The latter should be 
especially interesting given the high level of discussion 
about potential gun control measures and public 
safety reforms. There will also be passionate debate 
over the new recreational marijuana law - most of the 
deliberations will be in a new committee made up of 
house and senate members to deal with Measure 91. 
(My staff calls it the 'Joint, "joint" Committee') 
  
Governor Kitzhaber has already released his blueprint 
for the next 2-year state budget (click here for more) 
and now it's up to the legislature to make the final line 
item decisions. While I am concerned about attempts 
to raise just about every tax you can think of, 
Oregonians should keep in mind the amount of 
revenue estimated to be available for the 2015-17 
budget ($18.474 billion) is expected to be up more 
than 10% over the 2013-15 budget.  
  
In fact, there is a good chance the kicker law will "kick 
in" soon because the projected funds for the current 
budget could exceed 2% more than anticipated and 
budgeted by the legislature. If that happens, it will be 
good news for taxpayers who will receive tax credits 
on their 2015 tax returns. However, the kicker funds 
for those credits, estimated to be around $290 million 
dollars, will have to come from the budget being 
crafted for 2015-17. The corporate kicker has already 
been triggered but those funds, forecast to be at least 
$56 million, are earmarked for education in the state 
budget.  
  
Whenever our state is about to embark on a new 
legislative session, I try to provide a few tips to help 
citizens learn more about the process . There is a 
section below in the newsletter with more information. 
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children of these workers. Click 
here or call 503-323-2812. 

  

HELPS Legal Services  

 
Help Eliminate Legal Problems 
for Seniors and Disabled - is the 
name of a Salem area nonprofit 
law firm assisting 
Oregonians  pursued by bill 
collectors for outstanding 
debt. You can reach HELPS at 1-
855-HELPS-US (855-435-7787) 
or go to their website at 
www.helpsishere.org 

 

I look forward to your feedback in the months ahead 
and hope you will stay engaged in what's going on at 
the state legislature.   
  

                                 Sincerely,    
  
  

                                           
  
  
  

P.S. If you would like to reach my office after opening 
day of the 2015 Legislative Session on January 12th 
you can call 503.986.1713 or email 
sen.kimthatcher@state.or.us   

  
  

 

 
 

     Interested in the Legislative 
Process?  
 
There's an age-old saying around the capitol about laws and 
sausages: you probably don't want to know how either of 
them is made. The political kitchen can get messy at times, but it 
can also be very rewarding for citizens who want to get engaged 
and learn more about how their state legislative process works. 
Sometimes the legislature can even change state policies for the 

better.  
  
The Oregon Legislature's website www.oregonlegislature.gov contains a lot of good 
information to get you started (click here); everything from how a bill becomes a law 
to instructions and video on testifying before a committee.  
  
The attorneys who do all the legal language for bills, our Legislative Counsel's 
Office, developed a handout that is very informative (click here). My office also put 
together a few pointers for people interested in getting involved (click here).  

 

 Hot Issues to Watch For in 2015    
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 (A few of the controversial topics emerging in the months ahead) 
   
State Capitol Seismic Facelift  
Plans are soon moving off the drawing board to renovate the 
Oregon State Capitol. The bulk of the work involves making the 
80 year old structure better able to  withstand a powerful 
earthquake, removing safety hazards such as asbestos, and 
improving handicap access all while preserving the historic 
features. The 2013 Legislature authorized more than $34 million 
to be spent on designing the project and now supporters of the 
construction may be asking for up to $300 million. If the plan 
moves forward, legislative offices and other support branches 
will be relocated for at least a year. Click here for more on the 
Oregon State Capitol Renovation. 
  

Health Care  
Expect plenty of talk about unraveling the now defunct Cover 
Oregon health exchange which was supposed to help 
Oregonians sign up for health insurance coverage under the new federal Obamacare law. 
Many believe the legislature will do away with the quasi-public agency set up to run Cover 
Oregon and divide up its duties to the Oregon Health Authority and the Oregon Insurance 
Division. FYI the Secretary of State's Office is auditing Cover Oregon, so there may 
be additional recommendations resulting from that in the month's ahead. Other health 
related discussions bound to come up include how to pay for the significant expansion of 
the Oregon Health Plan for hundreds of thousands of people and paid sick leave 
requirements for employers. 

Marijuana Legalization 
Oregon voters approved Measure 91 in November legalizing recreational marijuana use. 
Part of the new law kicks in July 1st for personal use but most of the other changes don't 
take effect for another year. In the meantime, a special legislative committee is charged 
with reviewing a number of issues relating to implementation of the new law. These include 
what quantities and what forms of marijuana products are appropriate, legal limits for 
driving while impaired, taxation by local governments, and what to do about Oregon's 
medical marijuana program. The Oregon Liquor Control Commission, charged 
with  oversight for this new law is now surveying the public for input (click here). 
  

Education Challenges  
In addition to the predictable calls for more funding for K-12 public schools, there may be 
enough legislators who want changes to the controversial new Common Core curriculum 
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and testing system. See below for responses from readers to 
Representative's Thatcher's newsletter question on Common Core 
from her issue last fall.  
   
Oregonians rejected a ballot measure in November which would 
have allowed the state to go into more debt to offer 
students  additional financial aid. However, there are new 
suggestions for ways to reduce the price of a college education. One 
proposal would allow students to sign a contract and pay off their 
tuition after they graduate using a percent of their income. Another 
allows high school graduates to attend community college for free.  

  

Gun Control  
Attempts to enact additional restrictions on gun rights are expected to gain steam. Backers 
of so-called 'universal background checks' will try again to require private parties including 
friends, neighbors and some relatives, to do a check before giving, loaning selling or 
otherwise transferring a firearm. Other bills that could also surface include putting 
additional restrictions on people who merely seek mental health services, and further 
regulating law-abiding citizens with concealed handgun licenses.  
  

Transportation Fuels  
A key environmental issue on the 2015 legislative agenda will probably be whether to 
continue or expand Oregon's Low Carbon Fuel Standards established by the legislature six 
years ago. Proponents of the law say it's important to use alternative fuels that are more 
environmentally friendly. Opponents argue this is another so-called climate change policy 
which will only contine to raise taxes and other costs for small businesses and low income 
families.  

 

Rep Thatcher Community Events 
  
Learning About Veterans 
 
Students at Claggett Creek Middle School in Keizer invited 
Representative Thatcher to be a part of their special Veteran's Day 
assembly. The Representative explained her feelings about what it 
means to be a patriot and shared stories about several members 
of the armed forces from the local area who served their country with honor.    

Law Enforcement Leadership  
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Hundreds of police chiefs and  
sheriffs from across the state gathered for a day-long 
conference at the Department of Public Safety Standards 
and Training to learn about everything from sex 
trafficking to school safety. Representative Thatcher was 
honored to spend time with Jack Crabtree, the now 
retired Sheriff in Yamhill County, and Sheriff Pat Garrett 
from Washington County. The annual Leadership 
Conference is sponsored by the Oregon Association of 
Chiefs of Police and the Oregon State Sheriffs 
Association. 

 

Obamacare in Oregon - Year 2  
  
Oregon families are now turning to the federal government to get signed up for Obamacare 
after Cover Oregon, the state's attempted implementation of the new federal health 
insurance law, crashed last year. The deadline to have a private health plan is February 
15th, but you don't have to go through the federal health exchange (www.healthcare.gov) 
unless you are eligible for premium tax credits or lower out-of-pocket costs (click here to 
check on eligibility).  
  
Those who are not covered by February 15th face 
potentially hundreds of dollars in federal tax 
penalties. People who didn't have coverage last 
year should be prepared to pay a penalty when filing federal 
tax returns this spring.  Low income residents who qualify 
for the Oregon Health Plan or seniors on Medicare do not 
have to meet the February 15th deadline and there are a 
few other exceptions (click here for details). Also new this 
year is a mandate requiring all employers with at least 100 
employees to provide qualified health insurance plans for 
their workers.  
  
The HealthCare.gov call center is open 24-hours a day, 7 days a week and staff can be 
reached at 1-800-318-2596. If you signed up through Cover Oregon last year and have 
questions about your health plan, you can still reach the agency at 1-855-CoverOR (1-855-
268-3767). Several enrollment events are being held throughout the state. Click here to 
find out more and click here for some helpful hints.  

  

Transportation Update   
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Rep Thatcher Awarded  
for DUII Laws   

  
  
  

The National Mothers Against Drunk Driving 
organization named Representative Thatcher 

as one of their 2014 Legislative Champions. She was honored to meet with MADD National 
President Jan Withers and MADD National President-Elect Colleen Sheehey at their 
headquarters in Washington, D.C. last month. Representative Thatcher was recognized for 
her efforts in 2014 to preserve a new law she helped create requiring first-time offenders 
on diversion install ignition interlocks. Attempts to eliminate that requirement could come 
back in the 2015 legislative session. Representative Thatcher and others will push hard to 
maintain the law as well as promote some common sense changes to Oregon policies on 
driving while under the influence.  

DMV Customer Service Changes Coming?     
  
Representative Thatcher recently served on a special Task Force on 
Transportation and Customer Service Efficiency. The legislature created 
the committee to look at improving the Driver and Motor Vehicle Services 
Division at ODOT. According to DMV, a third of all customers are not 
happy with the wait-time for services at field offices, but 85% feel the DMV staff is 
courteous and helpful.  
   
The Task Force submitted a report to the legislature calling for significant upgrades to 
DMV's computer system to address complaints from drivers, increase online services, and 
allow the agency to accept debit and credit cards at branch offices. Click here to read the 
report and click here to see additional recommendations the task force sent to agency 
leaders. 

 Driver Licenses for Illegal Immigrants?  
   
People who are not in the US legally may soon get a driver 
license from the state, even though Oregon voters 
resoundingly said "no" to issuing special driver cards to illegal 
immigrants. Representative Thatcher was one of the leading 

opponents to this proposed law which was adopted by the legislature in 2013 and later sent 
to the ballot by a citizen's referendum.  
  
The vote may not be the end of the story. DMV first said that they would not issue any 
cards to people who can't prove legal presence. However, after President Obama enacted 
a new amnesty policy, the agency is now reconsidering. The legislature may also make a 
move on this issue in the coming months; so stay tuned.  
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Thoughts for Thatcher    
  
One of my priorities is to reduce some of the red tape Oregon businesses face from state 
government. Are you aware of any problems with state licensing policies or other 
regulations that make it hard for a business to start up, maintain operations, or expand? I 
am sponsoring legislation on this issue and looking for examples of businesses facing 
difficulties with state rules and regs. Please give me your thoughts.  

  
Click here to respond or email rep.kimthatcher@state.or.us     

  
  

Feedback from Back to School Newsletter Fall 2014:  
  
What are your thoughts on Common Core, the new education system being implemented 
in Oregon's public K-12 school system this fall? 
  

 At the rotten core of the apple is a standard that has been imposed on parents and the 
public without intelligent venting.  
   

 The core curriculum may provide the U.S. an opportunity to catch up and actually compete 
on common ground with the education provided through other world nations that are 
outdoing us and way ahead with their youth in every subject area.  
   

 There is a reason many teachers are concerned about these standards, they are poorly 
devised and at the "core" have nothing to do with meeting minimums for our children, this is 
just more federal intrusion into out lives and futures. 
   

 The state of Oregon elected to jump on the Common Core train via party line and the carrot 
of federal tax dollars. In exchange we are using our children as test dummies!  
   

 Common Core is dumbing down to the max. States who applied for Race to the Top funds 
are now not allowed to provide remedial classes in public universities if the dumbed down 
HS class was passed. 
   

 Our school system is such a mess now that Common Core will kill it. We need to go back to 
the way they taught years go. Reading, writing, arithmetic.  
   

 It's a federal takeover of education!! The right to educate our children belongs to parents 
and the state!  
   

 The math is convoluted, built to frustrate and confuse even the best students, the reading 
and other subject matters filled with opinion, not fact, based examples and materials. 
   

 Parents wanting to discuss school assignments are given the cold shoulder. Stand up for 
the statutory rights of local school boards and administrators assuring they have access to 
teacher and public input free from duress.  
   

 Common core is actually just another manifestation of our quest to use our kids, force them 
to learn more than they ought, to get the greatest jobs, to have the greatest benefits.  The 
adults are treating their kids like objects.  
   

mailto:rep.kimthatcher@state.or.us
mailto:rep.kimthatcher@state.or.us


 I would withdraw from common core and follow the intent of Oregon's law developing 
assessment tests within the state which would drive local curriculum. 
   

 I haven't a clue as to why we're going this route in education. I would prefer that we stick 
with the "old" way that seems to have built and kept this country strong for over 200 years. 
Change is not always necessary or good.  
   

 Governors approved Common Core standards before they were written.Similar to 
Obamacare being passed before it was read. 
   

 The curriculum that is coming out of common core totally rejects parent and public input that 
is required by statute. There is no question that the way the common core standards are set 
up directly dictates the curriculum in local schools leaving very little flexibility for local 
schools. 
   

 I know something has to give in our school system, but I do not believe in what Common 
Core is trying to do. I believe that if it continues, Common Core will handicap our students 
and eventually our nation. 
   

 The common core curriculum promises to establish competencies Johnny and Jane can 
prove through tests they have acquired instead of pushing our kids along to the next grade 
just because they're a year older. 
   

 I believe common core is detrimental to our country. 
   

 I am troubled that there are giant foundations like Gates and others that seem to be intent 
on creating a generation of workers that will know little else other than how to service the 
digital industry.  I would rather see local educators, mainly teachers, design our school 
curriculum. 
   

 Kim, this is so wrong for our students. We all want children to succeed, but what on earth is 
wrong with excelling? Common Core will dumb down students.  
   

 Common Core expects all students to learn everything in the exact same way as every 
other student.  One size fits all doesn't work in pantyhose or in education.  

 

If you want to contact Rep Thatcher's office you can send an email to: 
rep.kimthatcher@state.or.us  or call 503.986.1425 
  
Write to Rep Thatcher at:  
  
900 Court Street NE 
Salem, OR 97301  
  
www.oregonlegislature.gov/thatcher  
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