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Senator-Elect Kim Thatcher 

Honored by MADD as  

Legislative Champion  

 
(Salem) State Senator-Elect and current State Representative Kim Thatcher has been named as a 2014 Legislative 
Champion by the national Mothers Against Drunk Driving (MADD) organization. “I am humbled and honored to 
receive this recognition,” said Thatcher. “Over the past few years I have worked hard on changing Oregon’s laws to 
reduce drinking and driving on our roadways. I’m glad we have made positive changes, but there is still plenty of 
room for improvement.” MADD has also designated December as National Impaired Driving Prevention Month. 
Thatcher current represents House District 25 including Keizer, Newberg and St. Paul. She was recently elected to 
Senate District 13 which covers House District 25 and 26, adding Wilsonville, Sherwood, King City and other 
communities in southern Washington County.  

Thatcher accepted the honor at the national MADD headquarters in Washington, D.C. this week. Pictured above are 
MADD National President Jan Withers, Senator-Elect Thatcher and MADD National President-Elect Colleen 
Sheehey. Every year the group acknowledges a distinguished list of state lawmakers from around the country for 
their contributions to eliminate drunk driving, including expansion of ignition interlocks devices (IID) and support for 
victim rights. An Ignition interlock is a small device wired into the ignition of a car. The driver is required to blow into 
the machine and if there is a measurable amount of alcohol in the driver’s bloodstream the vehicle won’t start.   

Senator-Elect Thatcher received the award from MADD this year for her efforts to maintain an effective new law 
requiring first-time offenders on diversion to install an IID in order to get a driver license. The law was spearheaded 
by Thatcher during the 2011 legislative session. 
 
An attempt was made during the 2014 session to modify that law. Changes were proposed to House Bill 4026 which 
would have given judges more discretion when a defendant had a Blood Alcohol Content (BAC) of less than .15, 
which is almost twice the legal limit of .08.  “This legislative change would have dismantled a large part of the IID law 
for offenders on diversion. I believe there are many offenders who are just as dangerous on the road who blow a 
BAC under .15,” explained Thatcher. The bill died in a Senate Committee.  
 

“States with mandatory ignition interlock devices find that they are an effective deterrent to drinking and driving,” 
noted Thatcher. “We can be proud of Oregon’s efforts to hold first-time offenders accountable.” Interlocks have a 
proven track record. Due in part to ignition interlock laws, over the past 6 years, drunk driving deaths have dropped 
by nearly 43% in Oregon, according to MADD.  
 
Every year in Oregon, more than 10,000 offenders are enrolled in a DUII diversion program. 24 states, including 
Oregon, require interlocks for all convicted drunk drivers. Only Oregon and one other state require IIDs for first-time 
offenders as a condition of diversion. MADD has also looked at studies which show a license suspension alone is 
not enough of a deterrent because up to 75 percent of convicted drunk drivers continue to drive. Overall, IIDs have 
reduced repeat drunk driving offenses by 67 percent, according to the Centers for Disease Control (CDC). 
 
In the 2015 session Senator-Elect Thatcher is proposing several bills to crack down on DUII crimes in Oregon, 
including one to require 6 months of clean reports before an offender can have an interlock removed from their 
dashboard. MADD is the country’s largest non-profit group advocating to prevent drunk driving. You can find out 
more at www.madd.org or calling the Portland chapter of MADD at 503.908.1509. 
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