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Keizer Korean War Veteran to Receive  
Special Medals Friday at State Capitol 

 
 
(Salem) At a special ceremony on Friday, February 21

st
, an 82-year old Keizer war hero will be officially 

presented with two military medals he earned but did not receive during his military service. The ceremony 
will take place at 11:30 am in the Governor’s Ceremonial Office on the second floor of the State Capitol.  
 
Robison was wounded on two different occasions during the war and will be presented with the Purple Heart 
embellished with a bronze oak leaf cluster to show combat injuries. Robison will also receive the Republic of 
Korea-Korean War Service Medial.  
 
“I’m so pleased that Robert (Bob) Robison will finally be honored for the personal sacrifices he made during the 
Korean War,” said State Representative Kim Thatcher (R-Keizer, Newberg and St. Paul). “He suffered two 
significant wounds but did not let that dampen his spirit or his resolve to serve his country.”  
 
The Director of the Oregon Department of Veterans’ Affairs (ODVA), Cameron Smith, will make the presentation of 
medals. Three of Robison’s children will attend the event along with his wife Barbara. The two were married 62 
years ago after Bob Robison returned home after recovering from his injuries. 
 
"Our family is so honored that dad is getting this recognition; he is very deserving," said Cindy Hepting, Robison's 
daughter from Oregon City. "He is proud to have served his country during wartime and continued that commitment 
to service when he came home. He volunteers at an area food bank every week and has for quite some time. 
Throughout his life, my dad offered assistance to others on a regular basis, often to complete strangers who 
needed help. We are grateful he is finally receiving these medals and we are very thankful to everyone involved in 
arranging this special ceremony." 
 
Robison enlisted in the US Army in the April 1949 and earned his jump wings as a member of the 187

th
 Airborne 

Regimental Combat Team out of Ft. Campbell, Kentucky. Private 1
st
 Class Robison was severely injured after 

being shot in the chest by enemy troops. After treatment he returned to combat duty but was subsequently shot in 
the leg two months later and honorably discharged shortly after in the summer of 1952. Robison rejoined the Army 
later that year and served until 1957.  
 
The family lived in California for a decade after the war where Robison began his career as an iron worker. They 
moved to Oregon in 1969. Robison enjoyed a 37 year career in the iron industry retiring as a foreman in 1996. The 
Robisons have lived in Keizer for the past 43 years. 
 
According to the ODVA, 74,000 Oregonians served during the Korean War; 29,500 of them are still alive today. 
There were 269 casualties. 
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