
 
JOINT COMMITTEE ON WAYS AND MEANS 

 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

January 29, 2026 

Press contacts: 
Connor Radnovich, connor.radnovich@oregonlegislature.gov 
Jill Bakken, jill.bakken@oregonlegislature.gov 

Lawmakers to Hear Feedback on Budget Reduction 
Options Proposed After Federal Cuts 

The Legislature will be considering budget reductions in the upcoming 
session as part of its balanced approach to responding to the budget crisis  

SALEM, Ore. – Today, the co-chairs of the Joint Committee on Ways and Means announced they 
will hold a public hearing to receive feedback on budget reduction options proposed by state 
agencies after federal actions put a $900 million hole in Oregon's budget. 

The public hearing is scheduled for February 3 from 5 p.m. to 8 p.m. in Hearing Room 40 in the 
Oregon State Capitol building. Members of the public can attend the hearing in-person or tune 
in virtually through the Oregon Legislative Information System. 

Individuals interested in providing testimony on possible budget reductions can register to 
speak via the committee's webpage on OLIS. Written testimony can also be submitted and will 
be accepted for up to 48 hours following the hearing.  

"In 2025, we made careful, forward-looking budget decisions, knowing that changes were 
coming from the federal budget bill. The cuts in that bill were beyond what any state could have 
predicted, and left a nearly $900 million gap in our state budget," said Rep. Tawna Sanchez 
(D-Portland), co-chair of the Joint Committee on Ways and Means. "This is a difficult situation. 
We've been working with stakeholders for months, and now we want to hear from the public." 

As part of the process to respond to the multi-year budget crisis created by the Trump 
administration, state agencies submitted prioritized lists of budget reduction options to the 
Ways and Means subcommittees in November. These lists formed the basis for inclusive, 
bipartisan conversations with legislators and stakeholders over the past few weeks.  
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Any reductions will be on top of efficiency cuts that budget-writers already took during the 2025 
legislative session, which included eliminating certain vacant positions and clawing back unused 
funds. 

"There aren't very many easy cuts left to make," said Sen. Kate Lieber (D-SW Portland and 
Beaverton), co-chair of the Joint Committee on Ways and Means. "We are taking a balanced 
approach to get through this budget crisis. That means eliminating waste and inefficiencies and 
potentially making some really tough decisions around program reductions." 

The Legislature is required by the Oregon Constitution to maintain a balanced budget. 
Lawmakers will know more about current available resources after the quarterly economic 
outlook and revenue forecast is presented on February 4.  
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